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Meanwhile, there are considerations affecting the central
machinery of Colonial government and its progressive
adaptation to keep step with political and economic develop-
ments in the Colonies themselves. We have seen in Chapter IX
that the Secretary of State and the Colonial Office have
devised machinery intended to meet changed conditions in
the Colonial Empire, but as further developments take place
so the central machinery must be adapted to keep pace
with them. There is need for the closer association of Parlia-
ment with the affairs of the Colonial Empire, and before
the outbreak of war it was proposed to provide for this by
setting up a Parliamentary Joint Committee of both Houses.
This has not so far been proceeded with, but quite apart
from this and from occasional Colonial Office Conferences,
as 'the Colonies develop political consciousness, there will
assuredly be a demand for a Colonial Council in some form
to assist the Secretary of State, which in addition to experts
on Colonial affairs at home will increasingly contain nomi-
nated or elected representatives from the Colonies themselves.
When the new Colonial Office building is completed, it
may be hoped that it will constitute a Colonial centre in the
heart of London, representing the Colonial Empire as
worthily as the Dominions and India are already similarly
represented, bringing together the various individual
Colonial Agencies and Committees, and standing for the
British peoples as a visible embodiment of their Colonial
heritage and trust.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